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Dental Lifeline Network • RI and the Donated Dental Services (DDS) program
Thanks   &   Giving   Day!

Dear patient,

As Thanksgiving approaches we wanted you to know about Dental Lifeline Network (DLN), a non-profit organization operating in Rhode Island.  As a part of this wonderful organization, the Donated Dental Services (DDS) program provides free, comprehensive dental treatment to our country’s most vulnerable people with disabilities or who are elderly or medically fragile. These are people who cannot afford necessary treatment and cannot get public aid. Our DDS program in Rhode Island has surpassed the $6 million milestone for nearly 3,000 elderly, disabled and medically fragile Rhode Islanders!

The DDS program gives eligible people the opportunity to have free dental treatment in private dental offices, just like other patients. No clinic, no wait, no shame. All of the dental work performed by a general dentist, dental specialist, dental hygienist and dental laboratory expenses are no charge for the patient. Things we all take for granted, like the ability to eat without pain, speak, smile and have self-esteem, these people do not have. 

Our office participates in the DDS program, along with 170 other dentists and 35 labs. We donate our services by treating elderly, disabled and medically fragile Rhode Islanders. The DDS program treats these people who have nowhere else to turn. 

Although the treatment is free from volunteer dental offices, there are administrative costs of running the program. Unfortunately, there is more need than availability for these people.  On Tuesday, November 21, 2017 our office will join in the Dental Lifeline Network’s Donated Dental Services (DDS) Thanks   &   Giving   Day event. On that day our office will donate a portion of the fees collected, and, help promote awareness of the DDS Program.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As Thanksgiving approaches, we all give thanks for our health and our families this time of year. If you would like to help someone less fortunate with their dental needs you can do so by donating whatever amount you would like, securely and easily by going to this website: http://bit.ly/DonateRI     Your donation will be matched by Delta Dental of Rhode Island.


If you know someone who may need our program they can learn more and download an application at www.dentallifeline.org/rhode-island. 

On behalf of our entire office staff, Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving to you and your family!
Sincerely yours,



Dr. ________________ AND STAFF.
(PLACE YOUR OFFICE NAME HERE. List staff names if you would like).
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