
Hawaii Donated Dental Services (DDS) is a program of Dental 
Lifeline Network, a national humanitarian organization and affiliate 
of the ADA, providing access to comprehensive dental care for 
people with disabilities or who are elderly or medically fragile and 
have no other way to get help. Nationally, 15,000 dentists and 3,500 
laboratories volunteer for DDS.

Dr. Gina Viernes with John

John was the most grateful, kind-
hearted DDS patient. Giving back 
someone’s smile and confidence 
is very rewarding and a simple 
smile is the best thank you.

—Dr. Gina Viernes, DDS Volunteer
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Dental Lifeline Network partners 
with dental schools through 
the Brian D. Stone Memorial 
Award to recognize graduating 
students who are committed 
to volunteerism or to helping 
people with special needs. At 
the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Dental Medicine, the 
2017 recipient was Dr. Meghan 
Monahan, pictured below with 
Dr. Lynne Taiclet.

Volunteer 
Please Visit:
WillYouSeeOne.org

Or contact:
Margaret Petrick
888.449.9670 or 
mpetrick@DentalLifeline.org Connect With Us

Purchase
DentaCheques
To save money and make a difference, 
purchase a DentaCheques book. 
www.DentaCheques.org

The Story
John, 56, lives alone in Honolulu. In 
2014 he survived an aortic aneurysm 
and shortly thereafter underwent 
heart bypass surgery. John also 
suffers from hypertension, mental 
health issues and chronic back and 
shoulder pain from a work injury. 

In addition, John’s oral health was in 
poor condition. All of his teeth were 
removed in 2014 to prepare for his 
surgery, but he has been unable to 
afford dentures. He often found it 
painful to eat and without teeth found 
it difficult to maintain a healthy diet. 

Before his aneurysm, John worked 
in plumbing, although he has not 
been able to return to work since his 
surgery. He receives a small Social 
Security Disability benefit and is on 
Medicaid, which does not include 
dental benefits for adults. John just 
barely makes ends meet and could 
not afford the necessary dental 
treatment. It seemed he had nowhere 
to turn for help.

How DDS Helped
Fortunately, John was referred to 
the Donated Dental Services (DDS) 
program and he was linked with a very 
generous volunteer. Dr. Gina Viernes 
donated full dentures and her in-house 
lab fabricated the dentures at no cost.

This has changed my life. I cannot 
express the gratitude I feel for being 
chosen to be treated by Dr. Viernes 
and the assistance of Margaret 
Petrick. I’m forever grateful.

—John, DDS Patient You can
change a life

• You review patient 
case and decide 

• You see patient in 
your office 

• We coordinate 
lab donation and 
specialists

WillYouSeeONE.org

Donate 
Visit: www.DentalLifeline.org/Donate



Patient Treatment 

Financial

Printed 10/2018

Fiscal Year 2017-2018

1 Average value is based on patients that have completed comprehensive treatment; does not include active patients, 
or patients who continue to receive ongoing care from their DDS volunteer.
2 Value also included in Value of Care to Patients Treated.

Hawaii Donated Dental Services (DDS)
DDS is a Program of Dental Lifeline Network • Hawaii
and endorsed by the Hawaii Dental Association

Total 
Patients 
Treated 
520

Total Value 
of Care to 
Patients Treated
$2,484,658

Value of Care 
to Patients 
Treated 
$238,532

Average Value 
of Treatment/
Case 
$4,4611

Value of 
Donated 
Lab Services
$10,2192

69
Patients 
Served

Patients 
on Wait List

Volunteer 
Dentists

Volunteer 
Labs 

84

123 35

Since Hawaii Program Inception (2002) 
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Board of Directors
Melvin Choy, DDS, President
Rohinton J. Patel, DMD, Vice President
Kerry Ishihara, DDS, Secretary
Austin Choy, DDS, Treasurer 
Mitchell Chun, DMD
Jennifer Ernst
Miles Honda
Carey Lee
Cecile Sebastian, DDS
Holly Shea
Stephen Shoultz, DDS
Traci Sparks
Andrew W.L. Tseu, DDS, JD
Gavin Uchida, DDS, MBA 

Hawaii DDS
888.449.9670  
406.443.1546 (Fax)

Strategic Partners: 
American Dental Association 
Academy of General Dentistry
Academy of LDS Dentists
American Academy of Implant Dentistry
American Academy of Periodontology
American Association of Endodontists 
American Association of Oral and 
 Maxillofacial Surgeons
American Association of Orthodontists

Sponsors and Funders: 
Hawaii Dental Association
Hawaii Department of Health—
 State Council on Developmental Disabilities
Hawaii Dental Service Foundation

With Assistance From: 
3M ESPE 
Dentsply Sirona
Henry Schein Dental
Implant Direct
Ivoclar Vivadent
Keystone Dental
Nobel Biocare 
Patterson Dental Company
Patterson Foundation
Philips Oral Healthcare 
Shatkin F.I.R.S.T., LLC
Straumann 
Zest Anchors
Zimmer Biomet

American Association of Women Dentists
American College of Dentists
American College of Prosthodontists
American Dental Assistants Association
Hispanic Dental Association
National Association of Dental Laboratories
National Dental Association
The Pankey Institute 
Seattle Study Club®

Our National Annual Report is Available Online - 
please visit www.dentallifeline.org/annualreport to review.


