
The Story
Lionel, 68, is an elderly widower and Air Force veteran who lives in New Orleans. After Lionel was discharged 
from the service he went on to work as a ship operator for a company that built vessels. He has multiple health 
conditions that forced him to stop working. Lionel has peripheral artery and chronic kidney disease, recurrent 
blood clots, asthma, chronic nerve pain, osteoarthritis and numerous other health problems. He also had a total 
right hip replacement a few years ago. Lionel tries to stay busy and upbeat and he loves to volunteer at the 
local Veteran Affairs (VA). 

In addition to his health conditions, his dental health had deteriorated. Lionel had some teeth that were broken 
at the gum line, and others that were abscessed. Because of his health conditions, his doctor insisted that he 
seek help immediately for his deteriorating oral health, but Lionel was unable to afford the extensive dental 
treatment he needed. Although Lionel receives his health care through the VA, his dental care was not included.

How DDS Helped
Fortunately, the DDS program came to his aid and he was linked with two generous volunteers: Dr. Frank 
Martello and Selser Dental Lab.  Thanks to these kind volunteers, Lionel received thousands of dollars in 
donated treatment that restored his dental health.

Louisiana Donated Dental Services (DDS) is a program of Dental Lifeline Network, a national humanitarian organization and strategic partner of the ADA, providing access to comprehensive dental care for 
people with disabilities or who are elderly or medically fragile and have no other way to get help. Nationally, 15,000 dentists and 3,500 laboratories volunteer for DDS.

‘‘ When our team completed Lionel’s treatment, he told us how wonderful 
he felt, and how happy his family was to see him smiling again, after so 
many years of suffering. Thanks to all the DLN staff who make it possible 
for us to provide care to those in need in Louisiana.

—Dr. Frank Martello, DDS volunteer

‘‘

‘‘ I love working with Dr. M and his staff. They are such good hearted people.  They 
were wonderful from beginning to end. I appreciate your organization [DLN] and all 
it has done for me.  Thank you so much.

—Lionel, DDS patient

‘‘
Volunteer 
Please Visit:  WillYouSeeOne.org

Or contact:         

Donate 
Visit: www.DentalLifeline.org/Donate

Purchase DentaCheques
To save money and make a difference, purchase
a DentaCheques package at www.DentaCheques.org

Connect with us
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Patient Treatment (Fiscal Year 2017-2018)

 128

Patients 
Served

165

Patients 
on Wait List

351

Volunteer 
Dentists

73

Volunteer 
Labs 

Since Louisiana Program Inception (1987) 
Total 
Patients 
Treated 
5,233

Total Value 
of Care to Patients 
Treated
$10,666,653

Sponsors and Funders: 
American Dental Partners Foundation
Foundation of the Pierre Fauchard Academy
Grayson Foundation
Irene W. and C.B. Pennington Family Foundation
Joe W. and Dorothy Dorsett Brown Foundation
Louisiana Dental Association
NFL Alumni Association
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maiken@DentalLifeline.org

Financial
Value of Care to 
Patients Treated 
$288,551

Average Value 
of Treatment/Case 
$4,387

Value of 
Donated 
Lab Services
$17,541
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